institutions. A special issue including work presented in the conference was published in the journal Langmuir.
By the second and third San Luis Symposiums, the former held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, in 2000, and the latter in Merida, Venezuela, in 2004, both funded primarily by US National Science Foundation (NSF), a Summer School on Surface Science was implemented. Fellowships were given to a few US graduate students with the intention of fostering collaborations with people early in their professional careers. There was a substantial increase in international participation, with people attending from the United States, Mexico, Venezuela, Brazil, Argentina, the United Kingdom, France, Italy and Japan. New collaborations were established, and the proceedings were published in The Journal of Molecular Catalysis A: Chemical in both instances.
A Fourth San Luis Summer School and Symposium on Surfaces, Interfaces and Catalysis was held in Cuernavaca, Mexico, in 2007, with 120 attendees (compared to around 70 attendees in previous meetings) from 15 countries, with a total of 39 oral presentations and 93 posters, presented in three separate sessions. The proceedings were again published in a special issue of The Journal of Molecular Catalysis: Chemical. At this point, and given the increasing success of these meetings, the main organizers and original founders of the San Luis Symposium decided to continue the series as a periodic event with locations that will rotate among the different Latin American countries. With that in mind, the fifth chapter was held in São Pedro, Brazil, in 2010. This conference was financed primarily by US-NSF under their PASI program, but additional funding was secured from the Universidade Federale de São Carlos, and from private companies. Once again, the meeting proved to be highly successful in terms of number of attendees, participation, quality of presentations and new collaborations being fostered. A selection of works presented at the Conference was published in the journal Topics in Catalysis.
After the sad passing of Prof. Giorgio Zgrablich in 2012, the San Luis Conference remained dormant for some years, until a group of young researchers that had attended previous instances and whose careers had benefitted form these The Conference was preceded by a 4-day School on Surfaces Interfaces and Catalysis (June 2-5), with lectures given by international and local experts covering some of the basic concepts that would then be expanded during the conference presentations. This arrangement allowed the speakers to provide a background for their talks, while allowing students to interact and ask questions in a more comfortable environment. As part of the School, during June 4-5, a Humboldt Kolleg was organized by Humboldtians J. Anibal Boscobonik (CFN-BNL, USA), Florencia Calaza (INTEC, Argentina), William Kaden (UCF, USA) and Fernando Stavale (CBPF, Brazil). In this setting, besides the planned academic lectures given primarily by Humboldtians to the students, several more social interactions took place, where the students could obtain informal feedback and information about the programs offered by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. During the first day of the Kolleg, a special session celebrating the 40th anniversary of INCAPE was held, and in the morning of second day, a session in honor of Giorgio Zgrablich took place, with presentations mainly from Theory and Modeling fields. A total number of 57 students and 21 invited lecturers participated during the School, with participants coming from Spain, United States, Germany, Austria, Mexico, Switzerland, Argentina and Brazil. In the last day of the School, all students presenting posters during the Conference were given the opportunity to briefly show, in a poster-slam format, the most important findings from their posters. A total of 26 students (out of 57 applicants) received financial support to attend the School and Conference, helping to cover their travel and accommodation expenses. This was possible thanks to the funds from the Argentine National Scientific and Technical Research Council (CONICET), the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, the Ministry of Science, Technology and Productive Innovation of Santa Fe, and several local and international companies.
The conference itself was held during June 6-8, and consisted of a series of invited and contributed talks and two poster sessions. In total, during the 3 days of Conference, 128 researchers participated, with 14 plenary lectures, 21 contributed oral presentations and 93 posters showcased. It is important to remark the high quality and originality of results presented, with high percentage of unpublished work presented by researchers. For readers interested in more details about the Conference, we redirect them to the following link https ://servi cios.intec .santa fe-conic et.gov.ar/ event os/sanlu isvi. Overall, the VI San Luis Conference and School on Surfaces, Interfaces and Catalysis showed high success, and is being regarded as a perfect setting for international exchange of ideas and research in the field of surface science, with special emphasis on heterogeneous catalysis, providing an excellent format for collaborations between Latin American researchers with worldwide colleagues. The comments collected from all attendees were extremely positive, with most of them asking when and where the next Conference instance will take place. The General Committee is greatly thankful to everyone who made this VI SLC such a great success, and is looking forward to prepare for the next chapter in the near future.
For the present volume, selected works showcased by participants and invited speakers, were compiled in a total of 25 written contributions. The fundamental physico-chemical aspects of the surface chemistry involved during catalytic processes are the interconnection of all contributions, ranging from theoretical modeling studies, experimental work from high surface area related fields to surface science highly ordered systems, and modern approaches using Operando techniques to bridge the gaps between these fields. We hope you enjoy reading this special issue and become
